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Mar 28  Wed Evening Pub Walk – Anchor Inn, Burbage 6pm.

Chairman Ian
Spring greetings to all HMC members. Three simple points 
from me to start my bit of this edition the newsletter.

• Two great hut meets completed and full program 
for the rest of the year booked at some of our 
favourite places. These are fab social events for 
club members and often the catering corps will 
cook on the Sat evening. Why arenʼt you on one? 

• Wednesday evening walks start later this month. 
An opportunity to blow away the work cobwebs 
mid-week and build some stamina. Weekend day 
walks are also on the agenda. See Edʼs reminders 
on our Facebook page.

• Encourage someone else to come along to some 
club activities. We have welcomed several new 
members over the last few months and are always 
pleased to see new faces to give our club activities 
a try. 

 
Also, member donations in lieu of sending Christmas cards 
and contents of the hut meet chocolate tin amounted to just 
under £100. The Committee decided to donate this to 
Louise, the Landlady of The New Plough Inn, who is 

running the London marathon for the benefit of St. Johns 
Ambulance.
 
Additionally, the Committee has decided to sell the clubs 
ice climbing technical axes. These are a matched pair of 
black diamond axes. Iʼll post pictures on Facebook and we 
are looking for £250 for the pair to include a double leash.,
 
Stay safe and see you ʻout thereʼ.

Eds Ramblings  (more on Page 3)

What a great start to the year we’ve had: Three weekends 
away; three daywalks; some local walks; slide shows from Jo 
and Ted; some skiing; mountain-biking and even some 
cruising! 

Behind the scenes, the committee are working hard to improve 
our website and our general online presence, so a big thanks 
to Mark, Bruce & Nigel.  Amongst other things, they’re looking 
into at is the booking and paying for huts online; paying 
membership online; and showing more events “as they 
happen”.

The HMC Meetup site currently has 546 followers, and is 
bearing fruition, with new participants joining in on many of our current activities.

I was pleased to see our current membership increase recently, and how quick everyone had renewed their membership this 
year. Thank you everyone, makes it easy for the treasurer. And a warm welcome to our new members - I hope you’re enjoying 
the club and all that we have to offer.  It’s early days, but we have some great activities coming up this year…. Enjoy! 

Ed’s Cotswold slurry Walk

Early Sunday Morning, Capel
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Capel Curig March 16th-18th

Ed, Sue, Nettie, Ian, Dave, John, Ted, Carol, Karen, Carolyn, 
Brians G and K, Hanas, Jane, Junior mountaineers Beth and 
Jonathan brought their dads Bruce and Nigel along .

At last a proper winter weekend. Having missed the Beast 
from the East a couple of weeks earlier, the mini beast from 
the east arrived in time for this meet.

Accommodation was at the cottage next to the new Joe 
Browns shop (sadly the Pinnacle Cafe is mo more), a great 
improvement on the previous All Stretton, Plenty of room 
for 19 of us us, big kitchen and a lounge, although the 
sofas are more than a little lumpy.

Some arrived early on Friday, Brian K did a circuit down in 
the Gwynant Valley, Dave and John were up Snowdon and 
Carol and Ted took a stroll up to The Swallow Falls. Other 
early arrivals checked out Siabod, the cafe not the 
mountain.

Friday’s weather was dry and sunny but come Saturday, 
the mini beast arrived, bitterly cold strong east winds with 
flurries of sleet and snow. 
Dave and John set off for Siabod, the mountain, not the 
cafe, others did a circular walk to the Pinnacles and across  
to Plas y Brenin. Ted, Carol, Brian K and Hanas (all the way 
from South Africa) took the path around Lynn Ogwen to 
Ogwen Cottage and then up towards Blwch Tryfan. After 
reaching Lynn Bochlwyd, this party decided to get out of 
the wind and return to the valley via the direct path to the 
car parks.

Dinner that night was Rogan Josh followed by cheesecake 
and or fresh fruit salad.

Sunday, a transformation, a white winter world greeted the 
early risers with a least six inches of snow  and it was still 

falling,and did until past lunchtime. A bit of a worry for 
those thinking of leaving early with snow covering the A5 
outside the cottage. A snow plough had cleared the road 
south leaving a pile of snow outside the shops.
Time for a Carolyn led walk in the falling snow. The route 
took the old road from the back of the shops towards 
Ogwen. The track covered in soft powder snow with drifts, 
made the walking interesting as it also covered up the 
boggy bits. After a couple of miles,they  crossed the road 
and ascended towards the leet on the Carnedds before 
descending passed Tal y Waun and back to the road and 
the Capel.

A fine weekend.

Saturday, bitterly cold winds and sleet, Glyders in the background

Finding the plank across a stream

Curry  Night

Ski goggles for Nettie and Carolyn, Karen and Carol do without.

Beth and Jonathan check out the car park
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More from Eds Ramblings

Chocolate Money

Over the years, the club has supported several 
mountaineering-related charities on behalf of the 
membership. These have included both the Ogwen and the 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue Charities and the Search & 
Rescue Dog Association. We’ve also supported Water Aid 
and, just recently, we’ve supported our landlady at The 
Plough for the London Marathon by donating the 
“chocolate” money (£100) to her sponsorship fund - in aid 
of St Johns Ambulance. Good luck Louise. Many thanks also 
to our chairman, Ian, who supplies the chocolate. If you 
have any ideas for other charitable causes that we may 
support – let one of the committee know.

Hut Meets

With new members coming along I thought it might be a 
good idea to remind both old and new members about hut 
bookings. The club pays accommodation costs upfront. 
Some meets will need to be paid for in full before the event 

(usually those meets for a week 
or more ) and this will be made 
clear by the Meet Secretary. 
Payment for hut meets will be 
collected on the meet by Ed or an 
allocated member. We’ll accept 
cash, cheque or BACS. If you’re 
not sure then please check with 
the Meet Secretary. You can book 
on any hut meet advertised, no 
matter how far in advance and 
you can also cancel your booking 
anytime. We try and keep it 
flexible but if we can’t fill the space 
you may be liable for some costs! 

It’s more sociable and cheaper if people can lift share too. 
Let others know what your plans are for driving and if you 
have a spare space in your car, or indeed if you’re looking 
for a lift. 

Ed

SUE NEEDS YOU!

SKITTLES NIGHT APPROACHES FAST – 22 MARCH – Red Lion Huncote 7pm

Our annual long alley skittles event, followed by a splendid supper! Places are limited to 
30 overall, so if you want to be part of the team.... get busy ringing 01455 274174.

Data Protection

The club stores your personal data for use managing the club and 
your membership, and shares selected data with the BMC (British 
Mountaineering Council) to enable associated membership. We are 
required do certain things to be compliant with the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) coming into force on 25 May 2018. The 
GDPR gives the individual the right to be informed, the right of access, of rectification, of erasure and the 
right to objection.  

Before we get there, we’ll be doing some work behind the scenes, and when we’re ready, it’ll be (hopefully) a bit of box 
ticking for you to do, either electronically (or paper) so when you do get it – please respond promptly. Consent to handle 
personal data will be requested for all members and updated annually.

Thanks. HMC Committee

Coventry Way Challenge – April 8th

As the event is fast approaching, we would appreciate it if we could get some kindly soul to be our back up on the day – just 
means being around to ferry folk back to their car (probably get away with just the afternoon). If anyone else wants to join 
us, do get in touch, whether its 10; 18; 22 or all 40 miles.             A good opportunity to promote the club, and have a fine 
walk to boot! Contact Carolyn or Ed.

Wed Evening Pub Walks

Yes – for the third year running – we’ll be having our mid-week forays into the Leicestershe an Warwickshire countryside. 
What better way to spend an evening getting fit for the weekends!           Start is usually 6:15pm and organized the week 
before, so lookout for details on the forum or on Facebook. Last year we visited some 26 pubs, doing about 4-5 miles – and 
got wet just once!              Look forwards to having you along.

Louise, caught by a pap
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Hiya all Ray Ban calling! Miss you all like crazy especially 
hut meets.
I'm involved in setting up a fund raising team for The 
British Heart Foundation in our area.
If you or anybody not in club that you know would like to 
help in our fund raising events yet to be arranged,Please 
contact me 07990855526. Or see me on the 1st Wednesday 
wobble on 28th. Love to you all. Just a hour or 2 now & 
again?

MLTB Summer Success

Congratulations to 
Jo Jones on 
completing her 
Mountain Leader 
certificate. “It was 
a long time 
coming, and hard 
work” said Jo and 
“a big thanks to 
HMC for the 
sponsorship”.  Jo 
recently took up a 
new position at 
King Henry VIII 
school in Coventry 
as Director of 
Outdoor 
Education and 

DoE Co-ordinator.   
As well as organising all the activities, challenges, 
trips and expeditions, she will also oversee all aspects 
of the Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Awards. “I’ll be having a busy year” she says “ but I 
will still find time for the odd HMC trip”.

Winter Walking in the Jungfrau Region
 from Brian K

In March my wife and I went to Switzerland for a week of winter 
walking. The Jungfrau region has over 100 miles of prepared paths 
up to a height of about 9,000 feet. These paths are regularly 
groomed by piste bashers and are mostly designated for walkers 
and sledgers. Some sections were shared with skiers and we often 
crossed the pistes. We wore ordinary walking boots and only 
occasionally used Yak Trax  for additional security. We walked on 

every day and 
without any 
planning at all  
seemed to arrive 
back to our hotel 
on the same train 
each evening. We 
were able to get 
away from the 
usual tourist spots 
and were even able 
to get to the most wonderful Alpine scenery away from the busy 
ski areas.

Murren and above the Eiger and Monch

Snow joke for Nigel and Bird Talk, a Robin eating a 
Penquin by the Swallow falls
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Pudding Walk  27th Dec

Twenty Seven intrepid soles including a few junior mountaineers braved the 
weather for this annual event which this year started at The Pig in Muck at 
Claybrook Magna.
Light rain at the start turned into sleet and a few flakes of snow for the walk 
which followed the paths across the snow covered fields and on to  to Fosse 
Meadows before the return to the pub.
Here we found Geoff and Kate who had “missed” the start and awaited our 
return for the treat at the end...an excellent and very inexpensive carvery meal.
Fine beer, brewed at the pub, was also consumed and a few pots of tea.
Nice see the kids and a few old friends (old!) and partners and spouses who 
seem to come out once a year. Come on ladies (its usually ladies)  HMC has 
events every month and more, would be nice to see you.

Coniston Jan 12
A return to the Coppermines 
Valley and the Yorkshire MC 
Bunkhouse.

Some members were able 
arrive early enough on the 
Friday to get some walking 
done but the main event was 
a large group ascending the 
Old Man of Coniston, an old 
favourite. 
Sadly the weather was not so 
good, no snow and ice just 

drizzle and mist. Undeterred the group use the Boulder Valley path to Levers 
Water and then took the steep ascent to the low point on the Old Man Swirl How ridge. .

A brief stop at the summit of the Old Man, still shrouded in mist for snack before returning along the ridge, past our ascent point to the 
summit of Swirl Howe at 2631ft only a few feet lower than the Old Man. Here though the conditions were very different, a layer of ice and a 
thin covering of frozen snow made the going far more difficult. The descent proved more than interesting with some of the party taking mild 
tumbles on the steep icy rocks, no one came to harm though and eventually we  reached the oddly named  "Prison Band" for the final 
descent out of the icy regions to the Swirl Howe Pass. From here a good path led us back to Levers Water on the opposite side to our 
ascent and back to the cottage.

Dinner cooked by HMC's own "Catering Corps",  roast chicken, roast potatoes and veg followed by apple crumble.

The weather took a turn for the worse on Sunday so most stated their journey home leaving just a few gallant souls to get wet on some 
short walks.

Near Neighbours...Nuneaton MC spent the weekend at the Barrow Hut a few hundred yards away, the early arrivals met them as they 
passed our hut on Friday and then we met them again on The Old Man on Saturday. Carol and I popped in to see them on our way down. 
Some will remember Colin and Nick, and being from Nuneaton we knew a few more of their members. 
Ted

Cotswolds Jan 28th

Not a great start today, Karen in her 
brand new car found an expensive, aka 
deer, way of running it in. None the less,  
a bit late she and Carolyn arrived at the 
old airfield at Chedworth where there 
was, as promised by Ed plenty of free 
parking.
A cloudy start soon gave way to 

sunshine 
The walk left the old airfield and took to the wood and then the village of Withington. 
Despite some very muddy walking the sun came out to give a springtime feel. Following the River Coln for a while and then a lunch stop 
close to the famous Chedworth Villa. (if the Romans had used an OS Map they would have seen a railway line going close to the Villa, 
could have saved them building all those roads), On to Chedworth seeing a herd of deer, Oh did I mention deer before! and The Seven 
Tuns” a fine pub with a stone floor for mucky boots, a roaring fire and comfy chairs. Dragged ourselves away from the pub for the last mile 
and then “The Sting in The Tail” with a few hundred yards to go, a narrow lane filled with farm slurry and an electric fence made the last half 
mile a bit messy. But a good day. 10 miles.

A deer start to the walk
These went the wrong way down to the river.

Leaving the Old Man
The icy summit of Swirl Howe
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All Stretton Meet, Feb 16th
The hills around Church 
Stretton in Shropshire 
was the venue for the 
February Meet. Although 
the middle of February 
the weather was 
exceptionally sunny for 
the first couple of days.

Friday, Ted, Carol and 
Brian K met up at the Wrekin, the hill which dominates the side of 
the A5 at Telford and at just over a 1000ft is an easy climb to the 
summit.
Extensive view took in Wales, Shrewsbury and Telford. We 
continued along the summit ridge for a mile or so before returning 
on the undulating path on south side of the hill, making  an eight 
mile  circuit of the hill before returning to the car and the onward 
journey to All Stretton.
For all those who regularly pass the Wrekin on their way to Wales, 
its worth a couple of hours or so to climb and there is a free car 
park at the bottom less than a mile of the A5.

Arrived at the rather small bunk house, beds for ten but seats for 
only six, no common room just the kitchen dining area. To be fair 
the bedrooms were  fine and a notch above some accommodation.  
Phil was already there

Saturday again dawned sunny and a large group, Ed, Sue, Brian 
G, Brian K,Ted, Carol, Jane, Alan and Sue left the bunkhouse for a 
circuit of Caer Caradoc and The Lawley. Hills that may not be very 
high but have steep ascents. The route taking us on an undulating 
route  to the Wilderness and Hoar Edge before the descent to 
Lawley with its new born lambs in the fields. 
Having spent the morning going up and down we were now back 
to the same level as the start . Time for lunch before the steep 
ascent to The Lawley at 1237ft, in sunshine. Rewarded at the 
summit by clear views of snow-covered  Welsh mountains,with  
Birmingham and Black Country to the east, Shrewsbury to the 
north and The Brecon Beacons and Sugar Loaf to the south.

We were not finished yet, now it was the descent to Comley, 
putting us back at ground level  before the next ascent to Caer 
Caradoc 1508ft, the dominant hill overlooking Church Stretton and 
the site of an Iron Age Fort.

The final descent as the sun set brought us back to the road and a 
couple of miles back to the bunk house, 13 miles in sunshine.

In the meantime Nigel, Brian K and Bruce spent the day on a 
longer but less high  day visiting the village of Cardington and Phil 
went off on an epic to the Stiperstones.

Dinner that night cooked by Ed and co and important reducing help  
from Nigel  was a delightful Boeuf Bourguignon followed by 
belated Shrove Tuesday pancakes tossed by Ted and Carol.

Sunday, the weather reverted to winter, a damp colder day which  
saw a smaller group leave the  alway pretty Cardington Valley for 
an eight mile walk skirting Church Stretton and ascending Ashes 
Hollow to the Long Mynd. Mist on the top was no obstacle to 
finding Pole Bank at 1695ft the highest point.  Deserted when we 
got there but soon out of the clag and gloom  more and more 
walkers appeared. A bit of compass work was needed to find the 
route back to Cardingmill Valley so that we could look at the 
waterfall now out of the clag, 
the object for dozens of walkers young and old 
Having met very few folk on the way up the paths were now thick 
with walkers despite the rain and it was nice to see young children 
enjoying the outdoors despite the poor weather. The car park, 
empty at the start of the day was now filled with hundreds of cars.

Boeuf Bourguignon dinner

The ascent of The Lawley (and right) the summit.

Six chairs plus one we nicked,  in a bunkhouse for ten!

Giant OS map at the foot of The Wrekin
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Manifold Valley March 6th

 With the Beast from the East forcing the 
cancellation of the Cheviot Walk, Brian C 
Carol, Ted and Kat took advantage of the 
more spring like weather for a Manifold 
Circular walk.
Starting at Ilam Hall with a tricky start as the 
National Trust map at the car park was upside 
down. Soon on our way ploughing through 
very wet muddy field and patches of snow. A 
few missing waymarks didn’t help but we 
soon gained height above the river which was 
well in spate. More snow drifts were met on 
the higher ground which Kat seen to delight in, 
as she made a beeline for every bit of snow while Carol and Brian kept clear for the most part. 

But there were still places where the path and tracks were completely blocked by the previous weeks snow.
 Ted took Kat on a diversion..of course,  to show her Thors Cave before we met up to return on the other side of the valley via Throwley 
Hall. An enjoyable 10 miles.  Ted

Coventry Way Training Walk  24th February
Looking forward 
to the 40 mile 
Coventry Way on 
April 8th It was 
time for a 
training walk. 
Leaving from the 
start point on the 
day, The Queens 
Head in Meriden 
which 
mistakingly 
describes itself 
as the centre of 
England when we 
all know that it 
really is just 
outside Fenny 
Drayton.

 A fine day for this first leg  of 14 miles. The Coventry Way was quite well signposted for most of this section, taking in fields, 
small Warwickshire villages including Carol Green before picking up the old railway line to Kenilworth. This four mile section 
was busy with walkers, cyclists and horse riders taking advantage of a very sunny day.
From Kenilworth the route crosses the A46 and on to Stoneleigh, crossing the River Sowe where we had lunch and a mile or so 
later crossing the River Avon and ending the day at Bubbenhall.
Not really the end as we had to get back to Meriden, but with a good bit of planning, Karen had left her car (more a minibus) in 
the village car park and there was a choice of two pubs.

We chose “The Malt Shovel’ an cracking pub, good beer including Church End, tea and coffee, happy landlord, what more 
needed at the end of the day. After a beer or two Karen shuttled the drivers back to Meriden before returning for the rest of 
the party. A good day.
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Kat, HMC’s own Winter Olympic contestant.
Brian C above the Manifold Valley

The Malt Shovel, Bubbenhall, a good pub.
Crossing Kenilworth Golf Course

Sue and Karen leave the the start of the walk, The Queens Head, Meriden
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Email: inedwards@hotmail.com
Tel: 01455 274174

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (Hut meets in bold)    
HMC PROGRAMME 2018  

APR  8 Coventry Way 40 ml Challenge Walk (2xHMC Teams)

APR 13 LITTLE LANGDALE

MAY 26 SCOTLAND WEEK Ullapool

JUN 29 RHYD DDU

JUL- 21-AUG4   ITALIAN DOLOMITES Arraba

www.chalets-dolomites.com

SEP 7 BLACK SAIL

OCT 5 TREMADOC Presidents Meet

NOV 2 BRECON BEACONS

DEC 1 BUXTON

Please book early to avoid disappointment. Ed

Hinckley Mountaineering Club
Affiliated to the British Mountaineering Council

The New Plough Inn
Leicester Road

Hinckley
(last Friday of the month, around the corner at The Greyhound)

Every Thursday 9.00pm

hinckleymountaineering@hotmail.com
www.hinckleymc.org

Go to the web site to check the Forum

OUTSIDENOW! contributions to
tedcotttrell@mac.com

Meets

!In addition to the monthly meets, There are a range of activities including climbing, walking 
and mountain biking, all arranged on an ad-hoc basic at the Holywell Pub on Thursday evenings 
or on the club Forum. And don’t forget the “Saga Louts” for midweek walking.
To book a hut, contact Ed on 01455 274174 and pay a deposit of £5.
Huts
Unless told otherwise, you will need a sleeping bag and food for the weekend and your kit. All 
huts and hostels have cooking facilities although some members use the local hostelry. All huts 
have showers with the exception of one, are heated and where possible, ladies have a room to 
themselves.
Please note that most of the properties are mountaineering club huts and not Holiday Cottages. 
Some are suitable for family groups, some are not. Check with Ed on this one.
Be Green.. try and share cars,  again check with Ed to see who is going.
And don’t forget the earplugs...or an iPod

Kit.

If you need to borrow kit, the club has some harnesses, crampons, ice axes and 
helmets. Members of this club are renowned for hanging on to kit, sacs, waterproofs and 
even boots. Ask!

Over the Garden 
Wall
from the Gutter Press 

March 22 Skittles : HMC vs RMC at The Red Lion 
Huncote (limited places – have you booked?).

March 24  Coventry Way – “Recce No 2” – 12/16mls 
possibly. Wolston? To Fillongly? ish. If you want to join us 
for this walk or indeed, the event in April – feel free – 
contact Carolyn.

Mar 28  Wed Evening Pub Walk – Anchor Inn, Burbage 
6pm.

 Re- commencement of our popular midweek forays. 
(6.15pm for this one – and, having just turned the clock 
forwards - we should be good). Surprisingly, weʼll be in 
open country in less than 5 mins from here. Last year we 
did 26 pubs over the summer – come on down. It usually 
lasts 1.5 to 2 hr max, followed by refreshments in the local 
hostelry.

Apri 8  Coventry Way Challenge – 40ml relay walk. We 
have two teams, why not join us.

April13   Little Langdale Weekend, Lake District

EXTRA HUT BOOKING: With resurgent activity in hut bookings, 
(and being over-subscribed on some of them), I am considering 
booking an extra meet, possibly over the May Day Bank Holiday. 
Would interested parties let me know, (by return) and Iʼll see whatʼs 
available. (Possibly North or Mid Wales but open to suggestions of 
course.  Iʼm busy myself, so will need someone to officiate).

Donʼt forget – book early on those hut meets! And if you can muster 
a few words for our Ted and the Newsletter, even better. Meet us at 
The Plough every Thurs 9pm in March, except Skittles Thurs.      
(Not at the Greyhound either on the 29ththis month)

March is just starting. Weʼve been very busy this year 
already, and a warm welcome to our new members who are 
enjoying our activities both on and off the hill.

Ed

Ali, making a Huncote Hash of it.

Kat and Sue, nuff said!.....on the Cov Way training walk

Karen takes a tumble near Capel Curig
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